
Introduction

Yasukuni Okubo

Chair of IUGS Task Group on Geohazards

30th October, 2018

2nd CCOP-IUGS Task Group on Geohazards (TGG) Joint Seminar

The View Hall, Haeundae Grand Hotel, Busan, Korea



http://iugstgg.lab.irides.tohoku.ac.jp/

What is IUGS-TGG?

The IUGS Task Group on 

Geohazards (TGG) was endorsed at 

the 70th IUGS EC meeting, Cape Town, 

South Africa during 31st August –1st 

September 2016. 

Since then, TGG organized 

international collaboration teams with a 

network system that promote exchange 

the information, hold various sessions, 

workshops and symposia in 

international conferences.



Geohazards Session

Title: Enhancing Scientific and Societal Understanding of 
Geohazards in an Engaged Global Community

6 oral presentations from Japan, Nepal, Korea, Thailand, USA, 

5 poster presentations on geohazards in Japan, Sri Lanka, Turkey, 
Myanmar, Laos, China and Morocco



Field survey for land slide in Chin Sate of Myanmar

17th - 21st June, 2017

Organizer: Kyoji Sassa, Professor, Dr., President of International 
Consortium on Landslide (ICL)

9 participants including Okubo



CCOP-IUGS Task TGG Joint Seminar

18th October 2017 in Cebu, Philippines

8 papers from 

Japan, Korea, 

Malaysia, 

Philippines, 

Thailand

Approx. 40 

participants



Workshop of Korean Active Faults R&D Project
in Gyeongju, 15th - 18th March 2018

Field excursion 17th –18th March

Participants from 

Japan, Taiwan, 

Vietnam and Korea



Session entitled “Convergent Margin Geohazards and 

Geodisasters: Present Understanding, Mitigation, and Long 

and Short Term Preparedness” 
at RFG2018 on 20th June, 2018 held in Vancouver

Nine papers from 

Japan, Thailand, 

India, Canada 

and USA

Approx. 20 

participants



Taiwan-Korea-Japan Joint Symposium

3-4 October 2018 in Taichung City, Taiwan

6 invited speakers 

22 oral presentations 

34 poster presentations 

from Japan, Korea, 

Taiwan and USA



Geohazards Revolution

VOur global understanding of earthquake processes and consequent 

hazards was revolutionized by the 2004 Sumatra earthquake and 

tsunami and the 2011 Tohoku-Oki earthquake and tsunami.

VAdditionally, recent earthquakes in Asia demonstrated that just 

relying on traditional knowledge and societal memory is insufficient to 

ensure we are protected against future events. 

VThis indicates that further global scientific research on potential 

earthquakes and tsunamis is still critically needed. 

V. 



Geo-scientists Duty

VA number of geohazards events is not so large then we need to learn 

global events,

VHowever, our experiences are basically domestic ones written by 

domestic languages causing a lack of international communication.

VGeo-scientists should archive global memories we experienced and 

promote global studies on geohazards.



Call for Paper

Special volume on Geological Society of London Special Publication

Long Title: Global and Societal Impact of Seismic and Tsunamic Events

Short Title: Earthquakes, Tsunamis and Global Society

Editors: Y. Dilek, Y. Ogawa and Y. Okubo 

The deadline for submission is 30th April 2019.



Limited 

Experiences 

Under-estimated 

Scale

Lower Standard 

for Infrastructure

Strategic 

Damages

Diversified 

Experiences 

Proper-estimated 

Scale

Proper Standard 

for Infrastructure
Resiliency

Mission of 

special volume

Learn from 2004 Sumatra, 2011 Tohoku-Oki earthquakes and tsunamis
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We are waiting for more 

contributions especially from

China

Philippines

Indonesia

Malaysia

Vietnam

PNG

East Timor

Other Asia

Europa

Africa

North and South America

Circum-Pacific Region

List of proposed areas as of 

29 September, 2018

Korea

Indonesia

Sri Lanka

Myanmar, Laos

South China Sea

Thailand

Global

Turkey

Italy

Portugal

Japan



Session at AOGS 2019 in Singapore
28 July –2 August, 2019

Title: Global and Societal Impacts of Geohazards
.

Our global understanding of earthquake processes and consequent hazards 

was revolutionized by the 2004 Sumatra and the 2011 Tohoku-Oki earthquakes 

and tsunamis. Additionally, recent disasters in the world demonstrated that just 

relying on traditional knowledge and societal memory is insufficient to ensure we 

are protected against future events. This indicates that further global scientific 

research on potential disasters is still critically needed. The proposed session 

aims to exchange the global memories that researchers experienced.

Next step


